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M a T F V E 


WHICH DETERMINED THE MAN 


| Rr CALLED 
JOHN THE PAINTER; 
AND 


(JUSTIFICATION OF HIS CONDUCT; 


WRITTEN BY HIMSELF, 


And ſent to his FRIEND, Mr. A. TOMKINS, _ 


WITH A REQUEST TO PUBLISH IT AFTER HIS EXECUTION. 
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— - : One Murder made a VILLAIN, - | | 2 * 

Millions a HERO I- Princes were privileg d 1 

To kill, and Numbers ſan#ified the Crime. . 
| Right Reverend Dr. PORTEUS, 


Nov LogD BisH9P of CHESTER, 


en D © i. 1 
dy. Jonn Wiltrant, No. 39, Fleet Street. It may alſo be had. of the Book- 
ſellers at Portſmouth, Minchęſter, Southampton, Briſtol, and Saliſbury. 
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Was born to no fortune. My parents, who were ho- 
neſt, induſtrious tradesfolk, did not however ſuffer me 
grow up without ſome education. The maſter of a 
ighbouring country ſchool taught me to read and 
ite, and my own inclination led me to ſtudy all the 
ks which fell in my way, and were not above my 
: e 


1 thought it neceſſary to mention this much, to pre- 
t any ſurprize in the learned reader, who will find in 
few following pages ſome marks of hiſtorical and 
er reading The reaſoning he will meet is ſuch as 
man in ſuch circumſtances as mine muſt have uſed to 
B give 


1 
; 
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T 2 ] : 
courage enough to undertake. the boldeſt at. 
wap that has been made for many years, 


T 


. * 


And before I enter upon the motives which determined| 
me to this great action, I would beg the people of England, 
to lay down their prejudices ; for a moment. My blood i is 
ſome attonement for my crime, if it was one. If not, 
(and I hope I ſhall be able to ſhew it was not) though the! 
Courts of Law have condemned my body to death, the 
people ought not to o paſs a like ſentence on my fame. | 


r 
Being born an American, I conſidered America and 
England, whilſt they were united, as my native country; Re 
and from the time ] firſt began to think the love of my 
country was my ruling paſſion, I would have run an 
riſque, faced any danger, to do my country a ſervice, at 
Had there been a war between England and France uponſac 
juſt grounds, I am perſuaded I would as ſoon, na 
ſooner, have entered Breſt and Toulon, to do our natural} « 
enemies a miſchief, than I did Portſmouth to burn theha 
Dock; and that I would on ſuch an occaſion as littleſre 
dread the French wheel as before my trial 5 feared theſur 
Engliſh gallows. | | Tut 
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4 
f And in this Wit of ſerving my countr ry, all the good 


Hooks I ever read confirmed me. To be accounted. an 
| ero after one's death, ſeemed to me to be better than to 
F-car a crown during one's life. For as the wiſe man 
Sith, © The things of this world paſs away quickly.” 
hat ſignifies worldly grandeur, when ſuch vile men as 

ero, and Domitian, and Caligula, in old Rome, or as 


| ve wore purple garments, and were called Kings 
Ind Emperors? Who would not rather be old Codrus, 
r Cato, or ſuch a man as our Mr. Sydney, who bled 
und pon Tower-hill for defending Liberty and the Proteſtant 
ry Religion, than any one of that naſty groupe? To be ſure 
myſſhe Kings ſlept upon ſofter beds, and fed upon richer 
anjſhcats, and drunk better wine, and more of it, than the 
ice Patriots, but then mankind do not look up to them now, 
pon d bleſs them, as their guardians and benefactors. 
na 
aral 
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So that a good name appeared to me to be better 
an riches. To get this good name in a very high de- 
ttlefree 1 thought we muſt render ſome very great ſervice to 
thcYur country. No opportunity offered till the breaking 
qut of the war between America and England, 


Ind! 
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enry the 8th, or James the 1ſt, or Richard the 3d, of 


here to tax the Americans (my countrymen) withoutſf 


themſelves. I thought it ſtill harder, inſtead of hearth 


or oy thouſand innocent . to beg or ſtarve. 


the word, they reſolved to loſe all their blood ſoon 


Within me. Poor Jack Turner, who was both good an 


FT 
Before I bound myſelf to 4 ade, 1 vedetrodie tol 


examine (as the merry Mr. Stephens bids us) both ſides 
of the queſtion, I thought it hard of the government{i 


their conſent, particularly as they did not refuſe to tax 


money collectors, exciſe and cuſtom-houſe officers, andf 
the other people who gather government money, that 
{ſoldiers ſhould be ſent acroſs, to turn their pockets 1 in. q 
fide out, and ſhake all the money there into the —_ 
And what was {till the hardeſt of all, goverment ſhut un 


their harbours, took away their fiſheries, and ſent twenty 1 


As my countrymen were Engliſhmen in every ſenſe df 


than any of their liberties. They took up arms. Av 
they were on the right fide, and had JusTIct with then&2 
I declared for the liberties of the Colonies, and deter 
mined to die free, ſooner than live a ſlave. - 
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A ſoon as the armies on both Shen came to action, a In 
I ſaw the havock of my countrymen, my blood boil 
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Iharitable, dh had married” a wife he loved, and had 
| toll five young children, I ſaw him with his ſkull broken, and 
des is brains knocked out with a Heſſian muſquet. : 

ent | 
out] 
tax} 
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To mention all I ſaw, to reckon up all the brave men 
vho periſhed on both ſides, would make any good 
hriſtian's heart ache. God forgive the men who begun 
Inis war, and begin every war without good reaſon! To 
that ee the poor people flying from the coaſt to the back 
inf ettlements, and turning every now and then to ſee their 
Wy Houſes in a flame, to ſee the ſteeples and churches, the 
t uf narket- place, the ſquares and ſtreets of the cities they 
ent) dwelt ſo long in, ſet on fire by the ſoldiers, and blazing 
f t once up to Heaven -I ſay again, God forgive thoſe 
who can deal ſo inhumanly with their fellow creatures | 


ad 0 
one I conſul I was not at that time ſo charitable in my 
A vides for the enemies of America. Our ſufferings en- 
enraged me. I determined to do ſome notable action, that 
eteiſyould ſhew how much I loved my country. I even then 
determined, as the force of England conſiſts chiefly in 
| Fheir ſhipping, to ſtrike them to the very heart, by burn- 
; * ing the ſtores at Portſmouth. 
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How I miſcarried in my attempt---how I was tried 
for it, and was convicted of it, would be needleſs 0 
mention here, as the public papers have already ſpreadf 
the account through England, Ireland, Scotland, and] 


America. 


9 
It is natural for the people here to condemn the ; 
action; but not more juſt than in the followers of Por- 
ſenna, King of ſome little territory in 1zaly, to blame the] 
gallant Roman who entered Porſenna's camp in aifuiſe 
with an intention of aſſaſſinating him. Our motive, 
were the ſame. He attacked the King, who was an enemy . 
to Rome. I attempted to burn the magazine, that” 
would be ruinous to America. Love of country was the 
motive of both; of me, FJobn Moxam ; of him, Mutiu 
Scavola. And they who approve the a& of that great. | 
minded Roman, cannot, without inconſiſtency, condemu} L 
mine. | | | I 
I. 


r 
It is eertlin to any one who conſiders without preju} 


dice, that my motives muſt be as pure, and my reſolution 
as fixed and heroic, as thoſe of any of the great men of 

1 

antiquity. Curtius, who rode down the gulph, did nof 

go to more certain deſtruction than I. Codrus, whom 

a 


1 
1 
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1 L 

f 123 the enemy's centinel to ſtab him, did not court 
deſtruction more ſurely. They were victims offered up 
for their country's good---noble ones indeed! and ſo 


o N 
ad was I. But with this difference. 
dl 3 . ON: 
1 When Curtius entered the gulph, a crowd of Romans 


F ſtood on the brink of the precipice, applauding the ſpirit 

hf Pf the young hero, and panting for a ſhare in his glory. 
74 How muſt his heart have ſwelled with honeſt pride to 

hl pontemplate his great ſuperiority over ſuch a nation as 
ie, the Roman! and to conſider, if he had time in that mo- 
ent of ſelf-congratulation, that he would be propoſed, as 
model of generous patriotiſm, not only to the youth of 


hat Þis own country, but to men of all ranks i in all quarters 


It the world | 


ves 


This was a reward I had not. No one ſtood by to 
5 pplaud my act. I was in the country of an enemy. 
The people of this country too heated againſt me and my 
9 Puntrymen. No favour, no affection, either to the part 
 Wrformed, or the principles upon which 1 acted. On 
eju'Y Re contrary, I muſt be eſteemed and puniſhed as a cri- 
tion Wnal by the laws of this country. The people would 


| 4 

n o hor me for an attempt to in their navy. I had no 
no N | place 
whl | 
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place to look for claifort but in my own heart. That [ 


| danger, for the ſake of advancing the freedom of my 
country, and checking the power that would take our li- 1 


Whatever injury they offered the Continent, we e had a 


9 — 
1 5 a 

4 » ? 
« CE 


indeed told me I was a lover of my country, and an he- ; 
roic one; that I underwent much fatigue, expence, ahd 4 


berties from us. 


Ca which whe not a Kundatioe of 5 If bo 
Miniſtry here burned our harbours, we could not be! 
wrong in doing an harm to theirs. If they burned our 
towns, and ſlaughtered our people, we had an equal 
right to burn their cities, and ſlaughter their inhabitants. 


right to retaliate on Great Britain. 


I know ave are many who will make a fooliſh dif. | 
tinction between the act of armies, and of a ſingle many 
as one. They will ſay it was baſe and treacherous to 
come into their country privily, with an intention ol 
doing it an Injury ; ; — a great deal more of the | ſamf 4 
kind. # | 3 


12 


To „ ehiofe I will abbr, that the world has judged 
ways wrongly in this point. Do beating drums, and 
ing colours, purge a band of robbers and murderers of 
0 Wl guilt? Does it ſignify as to the nature of the crime, 

ny | Fhether he who commits it wears a red coat or a brown? 


43. Thether he holds a painter's bruſh in his hand, or a ge- 
2 Feral s truncheon? An army may be called an army; 
Þ ut if this army fights in an wjuft cauſe, cuts the throats, 

d plunders the houſes of a people, every man in this 
ng 
chess my who aſſiſts in this unjuſp cauſe, is not more or leſs 

be! an a murderer and a robber. A reaſonable Fudge) 
oui pth ſufficient power, would — up c_ man of 
Dem. 

wal 
5 

Ats * 3 „ 1 
As to my coming privily into the country, it ſhews 

id © 3 Has 

Wat our fade cannot do things openly and above board, as 
he Miniſtry do. Why can they not? Becauſe they are 

| t ſtrong enough. Their weakneſs ſhews very evidently 
Ichink that they would not give the firſt ſtroke in this 

n ar, (Anglici rebellion) but that they were boxed and pro- 

” * pked before they would venture to return the blow. Now 

4 ey did not give the firſt blow, and were not ſtrong 

27 £ ough to reſent it in the field, what were they to do? 
ere they to fit quiet and ſay, Do, gentlemen, demo- 
Wh our towns, burn or take our ſhips, kill our people, 


F:ze our grounds, and do with us what you pleaſe. We 
1 57 Cong 
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_ other a of redreſſing ourſelves.” 


point of honour to call this robber out as a gentleman ?| 
Would I, when I knew him to be a much ſtronger man, 
better armed, and more expert in the management of hig 


nor ſo well armed or diſciplined as the Engliſb, and thei 


down, and ſuffer our throats to be cut tamely ? Everj 


+ a | 


cannot meet you fairly in the: field, and we will take no] 


If a b broke into my a with” an intent to 
plunder it, and kill all my family, would 1 make it af 


weapons, give him a fair chance? I ſhould be though 
a madman if I did not take any advantage of him; it I ith 
did not ſtab him in the dark, when an e prey 

ſented itſelf. - 


* 
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And now, when America is invaded, as it appears tal 0 & | 
me, (and to many of the greateft men in England beſtdd 


me) unjuſtly, are we, becauſe our armies are not ſo large 
elean- handed friends the Heffians---are we, I ſay, to fi 


American, who believes his cauſe to be a Juſt one, ought 
to exert himſelf in whatever way he can be ſerviceable ty 
his country. If in the field, let him carry arms; if not 
let him light a torch. His enemies ſurround him. If ha 

cannot I ed by open 92 5 he muſt "uy oy I. 
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And now, ſince this world is almoſt paſt, and 
1 approaches, may I be. received according to 
deſerts. I have meant honeſtly, and acted in ay 
＋ an apprehenſion gloriouſly. If my heart acquits 
, I value at very little the verdict of a jury. My gene- 
0 IS countrymen will weep. blood over me. My name 
- be famous in their annals to all eternity. My ſoul 
be ſhortly 1 in the hand of him who made it. Let 
executors of the law wreak what vengeance they 
ſc on my body, I am ſatisfied in my own conſcience, 

in that perſuaſion leave. the world whenever it ſhall 
þic God to call me out of it. May he be merciful to 
s ta as my intentions were upright. 
rg 
heif 


o fit 
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Amen. 


hus T hope I have anſwered people who would have 
ad no fault in me, had I fought in America, and died 
mmon ſoldier. But they think it monſtrous, and 
ble, and I do not know what, to attempt to burn 
oy Dock at Portſmouth, not conſidering how many 
If be s, and towns, and ſhips of ours, have been burned 


Sen heir ſoldiers in America. 
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The 


ſide, what was life to ſuch a man as = without ſor n 


conſcience a few pounds more than he could in realf 


doubt will the merchant, who ſpends his whole life 


Vs, > * * 
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The more 1 think upon 0d 1. hi IEG the bat 
am I pleaſed. I die, as the greateſt men have died, in af 
tempting, without ſucceſs, to ſerve my country; My deat 
gives me very little trouble. Life is at beſt but ſhort. A 4 
of the gravel, a fever, a fall from an horſe, the moſt vulg 1 
diſorder, the moſt common accident, may end it. BY 


—_ to diſtinguiſh i it? 


The Eintleraan of tes! Houſe if — 7 
thinks he does wonders when he raiſes the price «i 


expect for it, may laugh at me for fuch notions. 80 * 


cheating and over- reaching, not in ſerving and benefitif 
the country to which he belongs. I do not care a 


4. 
for the opinions of ſuch men. Let the courtier g 4 1 


le 
and lick up the ſpittle of the Miniſter or his uncerlin le 
S 


Let the rich Alderman doze over his accounts in i | 
morning, and his turtle at night, I would rather di ba 
the gallows for ſuch a crime, (as it will perhaps be call 
than live like ſuch poor creatures, to dic at laſt of a ji þ; 
or a ſurfeit, „ 1 11 
Tn 


= 8 
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ette 


n at The poop of England 1 may perhaps condemn my 
leaf ction as a very vile one. The Americans will extol it as 


A ery noble. I may be curſed here as a very bold, in- 
ulo + amous fellow. There I ſhall be ſung about through the 
BY Owns and villages, as a martyr to my country. Here 1 
i day be gibbeted and trighten crows; there a grateful 
52 e will erect ſtatues to their ParRIor, and remember 
y name with honour. 1 do not value the reproaches 
the people here, becauſe they are the reproaches of 4 
Fople ſliding into ------- ; I would wiſh to have the 
5 aiſes of the Americans, becauſe they love freedom. 


80 f 5 
ife Beſide, if people find fault with the TRRAchER T, as 1 
efitiijnow ſome will, let them conſider that treachery and un- 


erhand dealing did not begin on our fide ; let them re- 
ember a certain LoxD who acted the firſt deceit prac- 
Jed on either fide; him I mean who forged the notes of 
je Congreſs, His treachery was as great, nay greater 
Jan mine, as I can prove very clearly. 


20 
rlin 
in | a 
 didf : 
a 1 For what could I burn at Portſmouth, which ſome 
c ſh could not repair? Had I forged a draught or 
f jaughts on the Bank of England to the amount of the 
— = ſtores 


1 
ſtores in Portſmouth, the loſs to the nation muſt be as 
great as if thoſe ſtores were burned. I do not know, 
upon a nice calculation, whether it would not be 


greater. 


But the right honourable and the right honeſt Lord who * 
forged the paper money of America, might have held on = 
his hand to the higheſt amount, if he had not been de- 
tected in time. The loſs to America muſt have been IG 
greater, as they are more poor and more unprovided than "q 
1 the Engliſh in all things. The forgery was more baſe 
and more cowardly than the attempt to fire the Docks. 12 
1&7 He ran no riſque. But the burning of Portſmouth could ith 
! not be done without the greateſt danger. „ 


But if, inſtead of burning Portſmouth, we were at war 7 
with France, and I had ſet fire to the magazines at Breſt, 1 
what a glorious fellow people would think me! There 1 
is not a porter or punch houſe in London where my wil 
health would not be toaſted. Brave John the Painter 
would be the word! and all England would ring with 
* _ 
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Now that I "OY attempted to ſerve my country truly. 
d after the example of the greateſt men in hiſtory, a 
w of whom I have mentioned, and many more I could 
 Wention, the Engliſb will curſe me as a traitor. 80 
Puld the Puritaus have curſed Colonel Rumſey (I think 
Wt's his name) if he had attempted to 2 Oliver 
- rommwell ; and ſo would the Errurians haved curſed 
vola if he had ſucceeded in killing their King Por /er- 
a Why ? Becauſe Cromwell was a convenience to his 
N ty -Porſenna to his kingdom. But RRASON, that 


aſe 
Ks. nothing to win or loſe, will ſp without prejudice, 
IId » lay, that the acts of thoſe two men were heroic. 


by ? Becauſe the attempt was made in favour of their 
0 try, This ſame RRASON will likewiſe ſay, that my 
ti Empt, however diſagreeable and inconvenient to the 


2 #7/i/h, will ſhine as much as either in hiſtory. The 


«| Tz %%% cannot be impartial judges of my conduct. 
ny | heir intereſt is a ſtumbling block to their reaſon. They 
er | 50 in the ſame point of view as the Puritans and the 

rurians above-mentioned. | 
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